

Happy New Year to all 
students and staff!


Let’s begin with a message by Mr. Stahl and Mr. 
Comprelli for all our students of WMS:


  


 


The Patriot Press


2023- 2024 Newspaper 2022-2023


Winter Edition 2024                         


HEY 
LOOK!!


HEY 
LOOK!!


“Dear Staff and Students,
As we embark on a new year, I extend my warmest wishes 


to all staff and students. May this year be filled with joy, 
growth, and success. As we return to school, let's embrace 


the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead. I 
encourage each of you to set ambitious goals, work 


diligently, and never lose sight of your dreams. Remember 
that every challenge is an opportunity in disguise, and with 


determination, you can overcome any obstacle. Your 
potential is limitless, and I have full confidence that you 


will achieve great things this year. Let's support and inspire 
each other, creating a community where everyone can 
thrive. Welcome back, and here's to a year of learning, 


achievement, and memorable experiences. 
Happy New Year!”


- Mr. Stahl


By: Layla Jaramillo  







New Year’s Day Around the World


Various of different countries and cultures around the 
world all celebrate New Year’s differently. Today you’re 


going to learn a few of the countries.  
In Brazil, it is customary to go to the beach right after 
midnight in white clothing, and jump on seven waves 


while wishing seven different wishes for this year.  
In Spain, residents start off the new year by eating 12 
grapes, which you have to eat quickly before it strikes 


midnight!  
In Greece, when you have an onion outside your door it 


is believed to symbolize growth and good luck for the 
new year. The onion is hung always after church service 


on New Year’s Day. 
In Colombia, by placing three potatoes, one peeled, one 
note, and one half-half. At midnight each person of the 


family grabs one with their eyes closed and depending on 
what potato they grab, they can expect a year of good 


fortune, financial struggle, or both.  
How do YOU celebrate New Years?  


Made by: Layla Jaramillo 


Did you create a         
New Year’s Resolution?  


If so, share it with us 
HERE!



https://padlet.com/kim_madalena/2023-new-year-resolutions-svcoryu7th7epycs

https://padlet.com/kim_madalena/2023-new-year-resolutions-svcoryu7th7epycs





Origin of Valentine’s Day


 By: Layla Jaramillo 


Have you ever wondered why Valentine’s 
Day is the day to celebrate love or 


friendship? Well, in this article you will find 
out about the origin of Valentine’s Day and 
how most people spend this special day of 


love.  
Valentine’s Day, or Saint Valentine's Day is 


marked on the 14th of February. It originated from 
a priest named Valentine, who was martyred by the 


emperor Claudius ii Gothicus. In later folk 
traditions, it has become a religious, cultural, and 


celebration of romance and love in every location in 
the world.  


Various people around the world celebrate 
Valentine’s Day by buying expensive gifts to show 
their love to their loved one. Some of these gifts 


include jewelry, dinner plans, trips, etc. It is also an 
occasion for men to propose or to have weddings.  
This Valentine's Day, don't feel alone if you don't 
have a special someone because you'll save lots of 


money! 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6th Grade Science


6th Grade Social Studies


6th grade ELA


6th Grade Math


In Mrs. Choffo’s science class, 
they’re learning about the 
seasons and how the moon 


changes its color and visibility. 
 


In Mrs. Booths class they are 
reading the book named 


Ghost in the Tokaido Inn. We 
learned about how there are 
different types of people like 


hogun, daimyo, samurai, 
merchants each and everyone 
were treated differently. So 


we did a roleplay lesson some 
people were shogun, daimyo, 
samurai, merchants and we 
got to see how they treated 


them.  


 6th Grade classes are 
learning all about ancient 


Greece. This includes History, 
Geography, and of course 


Greek Mythology. So far Mrs. 
Maziou class will be working 


on a series of projects and 
even producing their own 


short videos. 


Made by: Fiorella Jaramillo


In Mrs. McClelland’s class, 6th 
grade students are going over 
Ratios, specifically the 3 types 
of ratios and equivalent ratios.  


6th Grade News







7th Grade News


7th Grade Science


Mrs. Fernandes’s 7th grade 
science class just finished 
learning about our two most 


important chemical reactions to 
sustain life, photosynthesis and 
cellular respiration.  In their next 
chapter, they will learn about the 


human body’s level of 
organization, and will see how 


each level needs to be an open 
system in order for our bodies 


to act whole.


7th Grade Social Studies


7th grade ELA


Currently Mrs. Cristalli 7th grade 
class is doing are immersed in 
the "Starry Homes" unit, where 
they've delved into captivating 
short stories like "The Last 


Dog" and "Dark They Were, and 
Golden-Eyed. In addition to that, 


, they have researched the 
planet Mars through NASA 
resources, Newsela, and 


Commonlit.


7th Grade Math


Mr.D’s 7th grade class 
currently finished with solving 
for a variable in one and two 


step equations. They are 
going to start with inequalities 


next.


Made by: Scarlett Shu


During Mr. Huaranga's seventh-grade 
honors class, students created 


banners honoring American 
Revolutionaries. During Mr. 


Huaranga's regular class, students 
created an amazing American 


Collaborative Poster detailing what 
the American Revolution lesson 


meant to them. 







8th Grade News


Made by: Layla Jaramillo


8th Grade Science


8th Grade Social Studies


8th grade ELA


8th Grade Math


In Science, the honors class in 
Mrs. Kashi’s class are currently 
finishing the unit of Rockets and 
are taking a test on Momentum 
and Impulse. As for the other 
classes, they are reviewing on 


Kinetic and Potential Energy. A 
quick lesson on Momentum and 
Impulse is that they’re similar to 
each other! If you’re trying to find 
change in momentum, you can use 


the formula that is used for 
Impulse.  


8th graders recently finished 
reading the book Speak by 


Laurie Halse Anderson. A quick 
recap on the book is about a 


13-year-old girl called Melinda 
who experienced something 


traumatic at an end-of-the-year 
school party during the summer. 


The book is divided into 4 
marking periods of her freshman 
year. In this book, you will learn 


about finding your own voice 
and identity. 


 


As for Math, Algebra students 
are working on solving and 


graphing linear inequalities. In 
Mr. DiRoma’s class, they are 


combining like terms. 


In Mr. Stahl’s class 8th grade 
students are learning about the 
Panama Canal and The Road to 
World 1. They recently did a test 


on the 50 states, to test their 
geography skills.  







Movie Review


Made by: Scarlett Shu


8th Graders just finished watching the Speak 
movie. 


The movie begins with a girl named Melinda, 
who is mute and cannot speak. This is because 
something traumatic happened to her over the 
summertime, she was raped at an 8th-grade 
end-of-the-year party, but she wouldn’t tell 


anyone what happened. Later in the movie, she 
has a hard time making friends and becomes 


distant with her best friends because they don’t 
know the truth about what happened that night. 
Melinda's friends are mad at Melinda because she 
called the police on them. At the end of the book, 
the person who raped Melinda, Andy Evans, tries 
to rape Melinda again, but this time she fought 


back and was found by the lacrosse team. At the 
end of the book, she is considered a hero in her 


school. 
 







Made By Daniela Alban


Pros Cons


Uniforms…!!


❤ Uniforms are 
more expensive 
than regular 
clothes.


❤ You have a 
limitation when 
you are 
expressing 
yourself


❤ When students 
exercise, 
uniforms might 
make them 
uncomfortable.


    Pros          Cons


💚 You don’t have 
to think of what 
to wear 
everyday.


💚 They keep 
students 
focused in their 
schoolwork, not 
their clothes.


💚 Uniforms 
prevent kids 
from being 
bullied because 
of their clothes


&







Girls Basketball


Made by: Fiorella Jaramillo


The girls' basketball team has been 
working hard in practice and their 


dedication is paying off. 
They have won two games so far, but 


they are still practicing hard to win 
their next victory. 


Today, February 27 is their last game 
against Kearny, so make sure to cheer 
on our girls basketball team. The game 


begins at 4:00pm, so don’t be late!


 







Boys Basketball


                         Made by: Layla Jaramillo


Our boys’ basketball team has had a pretty great 
season so far. With practices being held almost 


every day, they have been working hard to 
accomplish their first win.  


With games being held often, our boy’s basketball 
team has been practicing really hard!  


Harrison Vs. Kearny is their last basketball game 
and it is held on February 27, 2024! 


Please come and watch our last game at Harrison 
@4:00PM (for girls) & @5:00PM (for boys)! 







Cheerleading 
  There is no doubt that the girls' cheerleading 
team is doing an excellent job cheering on the 
basketball games that are played in the WMS 


gym.  


In preparation for the big game, they have been 
working so hard to make sure that their dances 
and cheers are ready. In case you didn't know, 
our cheerleaders have to stay for both our boys' 
and girls' basketball games. There definitely is a 
lot of time and effort that the girls contribute to 


cheering on our basketball teams! 


By: Fiorella Jaramillo 







Swimming


Made by: Scarlett Shu


As the Swimming season ends, the WMS 
Swim Team have been working really hard for 
their first win. In their last meet, they were 


close to winning the meet. 


Coach Russell Kennedy is the new coach for 
this new years swim team, he is a great 


coach and is helping the swimmers improve to 
win their next meet.


Thank you to all the parents and people who 
cheered on the WMS swim team. They would 


have not done it without their support. 


Come and cheer us on our next season!
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By Daniela Alban 


Ad Break!!
One of the biggest dances of the 
school year is near!! 
The Valentine’s Day Dance.


Buy your ticket for $4 or wear pink 
or red  for your discounted $3 ticket.


The dance will be from 
6-8pm. Pizza, snacks and 
drinks will be sold!!


IMPORTANT:
New Dance Date


Thursday
2/29/24







 Cafeteria News


For the cafeteria news, I asked the manager of the 
WMS cafeteria staff: 


1. What was happening with breakfast and lunch. 
2. What is there to look forward to?  In what way are 


menus decided?  
In response, she said this.  


“To satisfy our students, we are always working on 
improving our breakfast and lunch items. 


Some examples of this are on Tuesdays, we will be 
serving breakfast sandwiches and additionally, we 


will begin selling churros during lunch. Pomptonian 
Food Service is the company that provides the food 


and makes the menu for Washington Middle School. 
They work with nutritionists and follow state 


regulations to come up with the menu. And depending 
on the month or coming holidays sometimes add fun 


new menu items for the kids to try.” 


Made by: Fiorella Jaramillo 







Student Leadership Team 


Made by: Layla Jaramillo & Scarlett Shu


Students in the Student 
Leadership have been 


working on their 
cooperative skills. A few 


weeks ago, they had to do 
a cup challenge, in which 
each student had a piece 
of string all connecting a 


rubber band in the 
middle.  


With precision and patience, they had to move each cup in 
place to make a cup tower. This shows that in order to 


complete the cup tower, you and your team has to work in 
a group together to win.  


The team shown in the picture won, and was given their 
prizes by Mr. Comprelli. 


Aside from this, 7th and 8th grade students worked on the 
two bulletin boards near the Nurse’s room and Mrs. 


Lopes's office!  







   Student Council News 


The Student Council members have been working hard to 
create the best Valentine’s Dance ever.  Our original date 


for the Love Is In The Air Dance was February 13, 2023.  
However, Mother Nature had other plans and our new 


dance date is Thursday, February 29, 2024 from 6:00 PM 
to 8:00 PM in the WMS Gymnasium.  The cost of the 
dance is $3.00 if you wear red or pink.  $4.00 will be the 
cost for general admission.  We will be selling Pizza, Juice, 
Water, and Snacks.  But the most popular item on sale are 


quite small, yet very meaningful.  Will you be getting 
married that evening?  For just $1.00 we will provide two 
wedding rings, a marriage certificate, and a small ceremony.  


We will also have a wedding backdrop for you to take 
photos in front of.  


This dance is also a very popular dance because this is 
where we crown the newest 6th, 7th, and 8th grade Kings 
and Queens of the Valentine Dance.  Take a look at the 


nominees this year:  







Book Review
Mary Ventura and the Ninth Kingdom is a story written 


by Sylvia Plath in 1952.  
This story begins on a train journey to the Ninth 


Kingdom. Mary Ventura, the protagonist, was sent to go 
on this journey to the Ninth Kingdom because of her 


parents. She refused to go when they dropped her off but 
went anyway for the sake of her parents. 


As Mary gets settled down in her carriage, she notices 
peculiar things on the window, such as the sun being like 


an orange disk, lips the color of blood, and nearly 
everything else around the train in a vicious red. The 


detail that stood out the most was the heavy and sudden 
feeling of guilt through the train wheels. 


In the story Mary Ventura and the Ninth Kingdom, you 
encounter a character who inspires you to stop living and 
acting by what society expects. We live in a world where 


you're supposed to follow. If you don't take control of 
your own life, someone else will do it for you. I believe 
this story teaches and encourages all women to control 


how they would like to live their lives and will give them 
a different perspective on how they see the world. 
I review this unique story a 10/10 for the deep, but 


inspiring message behind it.  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With the success of the Nintendo Switch, Nintendo is more open to bringing 
back some of their older more obscure titles, one example of that occurring was from 
the recent “Nintendo Direct Partner Showcase” where Nintendo was publishing a 
new game in the “Endless Ocean” series, an obscure Wii series that hasn’t got a game 
in over ten years. That game is releasing in May, but there’s another example of 
Nintendo doing this just last month.   Another Code Recollection is a collection of 
two point and click adventure games from the Wii and DS consoles. “Trace Memory” 
and “Another Code: R - Journey into Lost Memories” were both released over ten 
years ago and have been fully remade in this collection. I was quite excited for this 
game, seeing Nintendo bring back fan favorite series is always a joy to see. Now let’s 
see whether this collection is worth your time!


So to start this review let’s begin with “Trace Memory” , the first game in this 
package. Unlike its sequel Trace Memory was built from the ground up in this 
collection. The original game had an overhead perspective while the remake has a 
third person one. This was all done to be more in line with the game’s sequel 
although the perspective change did bother many fans of the original DS game. Apart 
from the change in perspective the game is one to one with the original release. The 
game follows Ashley Mizuki Robbins as she solves the mystery of her father’s 
disappearance 10 years ago. Trace Memory’s story is incredibly well paced, it never 
felt like one scene lasted for too long or one character was useless. Every character 
plays some role in the story and the relatively small cast gives room for each character 
to be as fleshed out as possible. This game also has quite a bit of puzzle solving, these 
puzzles are usually used to take you to different story segments and they’re a nice way 
to add some variety into the gameplay. While the puzzles are almost always pretty 
simple there's a certain satisfaction to solving even the most obvious problems. 
Overtime these do get a bit more interesting but never reach the complexity of other 
point and click puzzle games like “Ghost Trick” and “Ace Attorney”. Overall “Trace 
Memory” is a delightful charming adventure with enough twists and turns to make it 
enjoyable all the way to the credits.


Trace Memory’s sequel Another Code R is an incredibly ambitious sequel that 
falters in a lot of areas the original game excelled in. It still follows Ashley Mizuki 
Robbins although this time the cast of characters is almost doubled. Every character in 
Trace Memory felt essential to the game’s story while in Another Code R many of the 
game’s characters feel superfluous. In just the first hour of the game you meet more 
characters than in the entirety of the original release. More characters also mean more 
storylines which leads to a game that feels a lot less focused with its story and 
characters. The main story is still fun to go through but this games ambition definitely 
held it back in more ways the one. The puzzles feel even simpler than the original, 
Trace Memory’s puzzles were just engaging enough to not feel mindless, which I 
can’t really say about the second game. At the end of the day Another Code R is still a 
good game, the main story is quite good, the world is interesting to explore, and the 
game looks incredible. Although it is a lesser game compared to Trace Memory. 


Overall Another Code Recollection compiles two fun and interesting point and 
click adventure games that are a must buy for fans of the genre. I give Another Code 
Recollection a 7/10.


Game Review: Another Code Recollection 


Made by: Michael Navarro







Teacher Interview:
Mrs. Kashi


1. How many years 
have you been 
teaching at 
WMS? 


2. What do you love 
about teaching 
8th grade science? 


3. Why did you 
decide to become 
a science teacher? 


4. How do you 
spend your 
weekends or 
break? 


5. What is one 
thing you love 
about managing 
the newscast? 


6. What is one 
quote or think 
you live your life 
by? 


7. What is one 
thing you would 
like to say to all 
your students? 


 
Made by: Scarlett Shu & Layla Jaramillo 


1.  I started teaching at WMS Oct 1 , 2001 
2. I love all the possible lessons I can cover in 


class and being able to challenge my students  
3. Becoming a science teacher, came by chance. I 


started teaching ESL,then there was an 
opening for eighth grade which was not 
departmentalized. I taught language arts , 
reading , and science . Then a few years later 
I became highly qualified as a science teacher 
by passing the  middle school science praxis. 


4.  At this moment in my life, I am very busy 
with my husband and 2 girls who are my top 
priority.  


5. The evolution of the news is a very proud 
moment for me. When my oldest daughter 
was in middle school her school would have 
weekly newscasts, I thought, why shouldn’t 
our wms students be able to do this. I reached 
out to Ms.Baggett, and she is the one who has 
spearheaded the transformation of the WMS 
news today with the support of Mr Stahl, the 
program keeps growing. 


6. At the moment I still go by,“ If you can’t be 
good , be careful “ motto.  


7. “The future of the world is in my classroom 
today “ sign in my room is more important 
than ever. It is a privilege to be able  to help  
young individuals realize how important 
their role in our society will be , to be able to 
have confident, empathetic , and smart “out 
of the box “ thinkers who will be able to add 
value to our country and its fundamental 
principles of our democracy .  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1. How do you feel that 
you’re finally in Middle 


School?  
 


2. What’s your 
least/favorite subject? 


 
3. Do you have a career 


planned when you 
finally graduate high 


school? 
 


4. What is something 
interesting about you? 


 
5. How do you like 


spending your free time?  


``


By: Scarlett Shu 


1. I feel accomplished now that I 
am finally in Middle School. I 
am excited for what is to come 
in the future during my time 


at WMS. 
2. My favorite subject is Gifted & 


Talented. I enjoy the time I 
spend there and I always have 


fun. 
3. I don't currently have a career 


planned when I graduate high 
school, and I am pretty sure I 
will go to college before joining 


the workforce. 
4. Something interesting about 


me is that I love trading, 
whether in online games, or 
with real life cards. It has 


always appealed to me and 
always will. 


5. I like spending my free time by 
either reading books (currently 


I'm reading the Order of the 
Phoenix, the 5th installment in 


Harry Potter), by going 
outside, and by practicing my 


instruments. 


6th grade Student Interview: 
Yun Lin 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1. How do you feel that 
in almost 2 years, 
you’re going to high 
school? 


 
2. What’s your 


least/favorite subject?  
 
3. Who’s  your favorite 


singer? 
 


4. What is something 
interesting about 
you? 


 
5. How do you like 


spending your free 
time?  


1.  I guess, I feel a combination 
of anxiousness and 


excitement. The idea that 
these two years will pass by 
so quickly, and I'll soon step 
into the unexpected is pretty 


nerve-wracking. 
2.  I don't really have a least 


favorite subject, but I feel 
like I'm lacking in math. My 
favorite might be ela because 
despite how much I complain 


about the assignments, I 
really love writing, reading 
and basically everything 


that has to do with it. 
3. Don't judge, but my favorite 


singer might be 
BoyWithUke. 


4. Most times I just say that I 
like art, but something 


interesting about me is that I 
love God. 


5. I like spending my free time 
taking naps :) 


By: Scarlett Shu 


7th grade Student Interview: 
Evangeline Velez 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8th Grade Student Interview: 
Zainab Arslan 


1. How do you 
feel about this 
being your last 
year at WMS? 


 
2. What is one 


way you study 
efficiently? 


 
3. What do you 


plan doing 
after 
graduating 
high school? 


 
4. Who’s  your 


favorite singer? 
 


5. What is 
something 
interesting 
about you? 


 
6. How do you 


like spending 
your free time?  


By: Scarlett Shu 


1. Feel a mix of emotions about this being my 
last year here. It’s definitely 
nerve-wracking knowing that I will be 
starting high school soon. However, I’m 
glad I made many memories at WMS that 
I will always remember. 


2. One way that I study efficiently is by being 
organized. I plan ahead of time about what 
I want to do and when I want to do it. I 
know how to manage my time and being 
organized allows me to get through things 
much faster.  


3. After graduating high school, I plan on 
attending college to prepare myself for 
medical school. It’s my passion to make 
something of myself in the medical field. 


4. My favorite artist is The Weeknd and a 
top-notch song produced by him is probably 
Starboy.  


5. Something interesting about me is probably 
my personality. I come off as a serious 
person, which I am, but I have a 
compassionate and cooperative side as well. 
I would also add that I can spell very well, 
which is how I won the spelling bee, but it 
surprises me more than anything.  


6. Sometimes I spend my leisure time chatting 
with my friends and relaxing. Aside from 
that, I try to learn how to prioritize and be 
mindful of things.  


 


 
 







Breaking News!!! 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Tiktok has removed songs from popular song 
artists, Drake, Taylor Swift, SZA, Olivia Rodrigo, Bad 
Bunny, Rihanna, Billie Eilish, Adele, and many more 
popular artists after failing to have a licensing 
agreement between the platform and Universal 
Media Group.


Chile president says at least 64 people died from 
the forest fire in the countries Valparaiso region. It is 
said that it that it was Chile's deadliest world fire on 
RECORD. 
                  A 61-year old resident described it as “hell”.


According to authorities, they have been questioned 
about the collapse in the execution alert systems, 
the fires are restrained, but they aren’t completely 
in control.






